Apivar Program
The Club facilitates the sale of individual Apivar strips to members. The 2019 price per strip is $4.
Background
Apivar is one of many Varroa mite treatments, and is currently recommended as a spring treatment for
honey bees in Saskatchewan. Varroa mites are an external parasite that attach to honey bee bodies
and weakens bees by sucking their fat. Once weakened, bees become susceptible to several other
diseases, and a significant mite infection will lead to the death of a colony. Varroa mites are
prevalent in Saskatchewan and must be treated in order to maintain healthy bees. No treatment
will ultimately lead to the death of the hive.

How this program works:
1. The Treasurer orders 50-strip Apivar packages from Bee Maid. The Treasurer sets a new
price each spring based on costs.
2. The Treasurer provides the strips, tally sheets (see below) and nitrile gloves to the Club's
Program Co-ordinator. Then, prior to accepting the Apivar product, the Program Co-ordinator
reads the label and agrees to abide by all instructions found on the label.
3. Members contact the Program Co-ordinator, who has the Apivar strips available in ziplock
plastic bags for sale.

◦ Typically for a double colony, members order in multiples of four strips.
◦ The strips can often be purchased at the same date/time as the Bulk Shipping pick-up in
Regina on the third Friday of the month between 5-6:00 p.m., where Bee Club members
go to Manitoulin Transport located at 385 Henderson Drive in Regina to collect Bulk
Shipping Program orders.
4. Once an order is made, the Program Co-ordinator takes a photocopy or photo of the label,
including lot number and expiry date, and provides it to the Member by hard copy, then,
while wearing nitrile gloves, places the strips for that order into the plastic bag.
5. Bee Club members pay the Program Co-ordinator for their order by cheque or cash and
receive their bagged strips. If the member requires a receipt, it will be provided.
6. The Program Co-ordinator records the orders on the tally sheet and provides the cash to the
Treasurer for deposit and repeats the cycle.

Cautions
Apivar is regulated under the Pest Control Products Act and must be used only in accordance with
the directions on the label. To ensure personal and food safety, anyone selling or purchasing Apivar
through the Club must read the label and strictly follow all label instructions.
Application methods can change, so the official hard-copy label directions take precedence over
recommendations provided on the label shown in this document. The Member should not use the
product once the expiry date/shelf life instructions on the label have passed.
Beekeepers are discouraged from using Apivar multiple times a year because of the risk that bees
will develop resistance to Apivar, which would therefore make the product ineffective. Instead,
beekeepers are encouraged to use Apivar in the spring. Then if, through alcohol wash testing, it is
determined that additional mite treatments are required during the same year, other treatment
options should be applied. For more information about other treatment options, Saskatchewan
beekeepers should consult the Agriculture Ministry's Beelines publication:
http://www.publications.gov.sk.ca/deplist.cfm?d=20&c=3675
How to access Apivar strips:
Contact Janine Heinrich at 306-527-6736.
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Sample Apivar Label from 2015.
Members are accountable to access a current label prior to applying the product.

Sample Inventory Control and Deposit Reconciliation Form

